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1.0 INTRODUCTION
Biotic Resources Groypith Dana Bland & Associatedocumented and evaluatie biotic esourcesf a
proposed residential housing projecthe City of Scotts Valley iBanta Cruz County
Specific tasks conducted for this study include:

A Characterize and map the major plant communities withiprthy@osedgrojectarea
A Identify sensitivebiotic resources, including habitats, plant or wildlife species of con@éote:

Issuegelating to Mt. Hermon June beetle, a federally listed species are subject to separate review

by Dr. Richard Arnold through a separate agreement with the landowner)

A Evaluate the potential effects of the proposed project activities on sensitive biotic resources and

recommend measures to avoid or reduce such impacts.
1.1 PROPOSED PROJECT
Theprojectis locatedon Scotts Valley Drive near the intersection of Beage&iRoad irthe City of Scotts
Valley, north ofHighway 17andnortheaseast ofMt. Hermon Roads showron Figure 1. The site is

currently undevelopednd encompasses approximately 2.3 acres (APN.6259).

The proposed project, as per a site grggilan prepared by C2G Civil Consultants Group, dat2@ B3,

depicts the construction of 20 residential units with roadway access from Scotts Valley Drive. The majority

of the property will be rgraded to accommodate the proposed development; thesptbpite grading plan
is presented in Appendix A.

Theproposedvork requires the removal @fresttrees and understowegetation taccommodatéhe new
residential buildings, access roaddparking Approximately 2 acres of the approximately-ac3e
property will be affected by the proposed construction project.

1.2 INTENDED USE OF THIS REPORT

The findings presented in this biological report are intended for the sole ApplefHomes
Development, Incand the City of Scotts Vallen evaluatinghe proposed project. The findings
presented in this report are for information purposes only; they are not intended to represent the
interpretation of any State, Federal atydaw or ordinance pertaining to permitting actions within
sensitive habitatroendangered species. The interpretation of such laws and/or ordinances is the
responsibility of the applicable governing body.
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Figure 1. Location of Project Site on USGS Topographic Map
(USGS FeltorQuadrangle)
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2.0 EXISTING BIOTIC RESOURCES

2.1 METHODOLOGY

The biotic resources of thoject sitewere assessed through literature review and field observations. Site
observations were mada May 5, 2014by Kathleen Lyons (plant ecologisthdDana Bland (wildlife
biologist).

Vegetation mappim of thepropertywas conducted from review of aerial photos, a topographic map, and
field observations. The major plant communities within the projectlbasad on the classification system
developed byalifornia Terrestrial Natural Communitie€élifornia Departmenof Fish and Game,
2003 and 20170andA Manual of California Vegetatio(Gawyer and KeeléWolf 1995) and as amended
to reflect site conditionsyere identified during the field surveys. Modifications to the classification
syst emdst unroemewecrlea made, as necessary, Theglantaccur at el
communities were mapped oriteee n g i nbase mapAll plant species observedererecorded and
identified to a levesufficientto determine their rarity; species obssl arelisted in the narrative section
of this reportPlant nomenclature followBhe Jepson ManuaV/ascular Plants of Californi@2012); the

An Annotated Checklist of the VasamuPlants of Santa @iz County, CalifornigCNPS, 20.3) was also
reviewed

To assess the potential occurrence of special status biotic resources, two electronic databases were accessed
to determine recorded occurrences of sensitive plant communities and sensitive species. Information was
obtained from the California Native Pte®ociety's (CNPS) Electronic Inventory (Z)and California

Department of Fish &Vildlife (CDFW) RareFind databagCDFW, 2014) for theFeltonUSGS quadrangle
andeightsurrounding quadrangles.

This report summarizes the findings of the biotic assessimethe proposed project. The potential impacts
of the proposedesidentialproject on sensitivbiologicalresources are discussed below. Measures to
reduce significant impacts to a level of iisansignificant are recommended, as applicable.

2.2 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING
2.2.1 Geographic Setting

Theprojectis locatecbnthe FeltonUSGS quadrangleséeFigure 1).The projectis locatedwestof State
Highway 17 andidjacent toesidentialand retaildevelopmentundevelopedandsextend from the
property boundary to the southeaSiere are nevatercourses on the properfijhe Santa Cruz County
Soil Suvey (USDA, 1980) identifies thresoil types within theroperty They includeDanville loam, 2-
9% slopes (25), Pfeiffer gravelly sandy loan30-50% slopes (60), andPfeiffer gravelly sandy loam,
15-30% slopes (159). A small area of Elder sandy loat§%® slopes (131) abuts the property along
Scotts Valley Drive Theproject site supporfgsonderosa pintorest,0ak woodlandannual grassland,
andnon-native tree groved he distribution of vegetatialypes within the project arésdepictecbn
Figure 2. Each vegetation type, its California vegetatiode, and state ranking (rajitis listed in Table 1.
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Table 1. Vegetation Typest TheTerrace at Scotts Vallegroperty

CaCode Vegetation Type Plant Association State Ranking
87.010.00 | Ponderosa Pine Forest Ponderosa Pine/Madrone/Coast Live @ak S4*
California Blackberry
71.060.00 | Coast Live Oak Woodland | CoastLive @k/Acacia California 7!
and Oak/Acacia Woodland| BlackberryPoison Oak
42.026.09 | Annual Grassland Soft Chess/Rattail Fescue/ Filaree None
None Non-native Tree Groves Acacia None

¢ california vegetatio code as per CDFG/CNDDB (Zo?moegetation types areanked between Sand S5. For vegetation types with ranks
of S1S3, all associations within the type are considered to be highly impetilahderosa pine on inlansandhillss high priority in CNDDB

2.2.2 Vegetation and Wildlife Habitats

Ponderosa Pine Forest

Pondeosa pine forest is located in the northeastern portion of the property. The forest is characterized by
the presence of ponderosa piRin(us ponderosaAssociated trees species includadrone Arbutus
menziesii)coast live oak@Quercus agrifolid, tan ak (Notholithocarpus densiflorusandCalifornia bay
(Umbellularia californica) The understorgupportsative shrubs and forbs, suchGalifornia

blackberry Rubus ursinus)poison oak Toxicodendron diversilobumyild cucumber fMarah fabacea)

and hael nut Corylus cornuta)Non-native acacidrees Acacia sp.gbut the pine forest near Scotts

Valley Drive. The existing dirt access road traverses a portion of this fdifestcharacter of the

ponderosa pine forest understory is depicted in Figuf@é&ponderosa pine forest abuts additionalpine
forested areas on adjacent properties to the adsttrmixes with the oak woodland on the subject

property; a tall ponderosa tree that extends above the oak woodland on the property is depicted in Figure
4.

—~
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s

Figure 3. Understo
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Figure 4. Ponderosa pine tree growing above the adjacent oak woodland

Oak Woodland and Oak/Acacia Woodland

Theproperty supports grovike stands of oak woodland. The oak woodland occurgyaguortion of

the access road as well as intermixing with-native acacias parallel to Scotts Valley DriVbe tree

cover is densand dominated by coast live oak. Associated species include California blackberry, coyote
brush Baccharis pilularis) caoneastefCotoneaster spand Himalayan berrnyRubus armeniacus)
Herbaceouspecies observed includattail fescue Festuca myuroskoft chessgromus hordeaceus)
storksbill €rodium botrys)rose clover Trifolium hirtum) fiddle dock Rumex acetodla), and scarlet
pimpernel Anagallisarvensis) The character of theak woodlands depicted in Figuré.

Figure 5. Oak woodland, showing overstory oak trees and understory vegetation
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Annual Grassland

The central and southeportions of the prop#y supportannual grassland. The grassland abuts the oak
woodland and nonative tree groves (acaciaBJant coveis co-dominated by annual grasses, such as
soft chesstipgut brome Bromus diandrus)farmers foxtail Hordeum murinum ssp. leporinunayd
rattlesnake gras®(iza maxima)Other herbaceous species include filaoeg leafgeranium Geranium
dissectum)dandelion Taraxacum officinale) ¢ a t Hymochaesdsrsppwild lettuce [actuca sp.)

and wild radishRaphanus sativaNative herlaceous species include California popgghscholzia
californica), miniature lupinel{upinus bicolor) a nd mi n @laytorsa perfeliatda) The e  (
character otheannualgrasslands depicted in Figuré.

Figure 6. Annual grassland, looking southward to oak woodland

Non-native Tree Grove

Areasof the property paralleling Scotts Valley Drigapport dense groves of noative trees, primarily
acacia. In some areas, native oak trees intermix with the acacias. Othextivertrees include locust
(Robinia sp.)as well as nomative shrubs of cotoneaster and Himalayan berry.

Wildlife Resources

The vegetative communities on this property are relatively small and surrounded by urbanized area
supportingresidential and retail developmeand busyoadvays Thus the value of easlegetativatype

to wildlife is moderated, and rather the whole site functions as a mixed forest with small grassland
openings. Common native wildlife expected to inhabit this site includes those that are able taforage i
relatively small areas and tolerate high human presence in the surrounding developed areas, such as
western fence lizardSceloporus occidentalisred-shouldered hawkButeo lineatul rock dove
(Columbalivig,Nut t al | 6 s Pmoidescuyttelll, Raeificsldpe flycatcherEmpidonax

difficilis), western scrulpay (Aphelocoma californica chestnutbacked chickadedpecile rufescens
American robin Turdus migratoriuy Spotted towheéPipilo maculatuy, andBot t ads pocket
(Thomomys bottge

Although the site is not mapp&dthe Santa Cruz County Soil Survey as suppodizgpnte series soils,
there are Ponderosa pipresent and sandy loam soids. Richard Arnold entomologist, hasbserved

The Terrace at ScoRed/d#atial Development Project
BiotiReport 7 August 2014

goj













































